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REFERENCE FORM
Pre-completion Recommendations:
· Applications for funding will only be considered, unless otherwise agreed in writing by ElectricAid, if supported by an independently-verifiable reference from an ESB/Eirgrid staff member / pensioner or an established organisation/person, known & acceptable to ElectricAid, that can vouch for the Applicant and Project

· Please address each question, but do not feel obliged to write at length
1.
How long have you known Applicant?
	     
Fifteen years



2.
What is your relationship with applicant?
	     
I know John Lucid ( Staff No  09217, mobile contact 086 2092542)  retired station administration officer Moneypoint for the last  thirty five years.
My brother in law Patrick Sheehan (mobile contact 087 9735136 ) has been involved with centre since 2004.
Both are members of the Board of Ballyheigue Social Economy, Community Centre, Ballyheigue.
John Lucid is also member of Tralee Urban District Council. 




3.
What is your relationship with the organisation?
	     
See above



4.
Are you familiar with the project being applied for?

	Due to the growing demand on Ballyheigue Community Services who provide a social outlet, meals and a laundry service to those who come to the centre and others with mobility issues living in the countryside away from the centre. The application requests replacement of kitchen and laundry equipment to support the catering and laundry services provided to the community. 



5.
Please tell us what you know about this organisation’s effectiveness and capabilities to deliver such projects


	     This is a non profit community initiative which has been in operation for more than thirty years. Initially they provided services , meals, washing and drying service for local people who called to the centre. They have expanded the services significantly over the years and are open seven days a week. On Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays they are open from 9.30 – 15.00 and  provide tea and scones on arrival, four course lunch and transport to and from the centre mainly for elderly people living within a a cachment area of of twelve miles of Ballyheigue. The transport is supplied by Kerry Transport Hub which is run by the HSE. For many elderly people living alone, in danger of social isolation, without transport in remote rural areas, this service provides them with an opportunity to socialise and get together on a regular weekly basis. They also provide a meals on wheels service to to over two hundred people weekly.

The laundry service ( same day wash and dry) is invaluable for elderly people and many home helps use this service for their clients also. The centre is also available for childrens parties and events and this helps engender a sense of community as well as providing revenue for the centre.



6.
Please tell us what you know about their honesty & integrity 

	The centre have a very active and committed board.  They have a diverse range of skills and expertise. Finances are tightly managed and expenditure is rigourusly  challenged. Currently they have an accountant and solicitor on the board. 
All money is reinvested in providing better facilities and services for the people they service.




7.
Please add any relevant additional information


	     For the past few years their drama group has produced plays and concerts to raise money for the centre. 
They received a grant of £1000.00 from a Legal benevolent fund based in the UK. ( DWF Foundation )




Declaration: I believe the Applicant to be an honest reliable organisation/person with the capability to successfully manage & implement this project.

Signed: 

Print Name: 

Position: 
Retired HR Business Partner ITS 
ESB/Organisation: ESB Business Services 
Address:
Merrion Square  
Phone: 
0872352088
Email: 
patrickddowling@me.com
Please Return - Completed Reference Form

	by e-mail to Electricaid@esb.ie  
ELECTRICAID, c/o ESB, 4th Floor, Gateway Two, East Wall Road, Dublin 3.
Phone: +353-1-7027732
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